[Choriocarcinoma in Senegal: epidemiology, prognosis and prevention].
The objective of this study was to define the epidemiological profile of choriocarcinoma in Senegal, to evaluate its prognosis and to submit a better way of prevention of this pathology in an area with poor medical care. It was a retrospective case-control study of all choriocarcinomas diagnosed from January 1st to December 31st 2000 at Dakar university teaching hospital. The witnesses were chosen among patients who had had molar abortion at the same time as the cases at study and had not developed the pathology after at least 12 months of aftercare. The stability of association was checked by calculating the confidence interval in 95% by Miettinen method and using Chi 2 test of Pearson with a risk factor alpha under 5% or Fischer test; the prognosis survival factors were compared by using logrank test. Among the 1098 patients in follow-up treatment after molar abortion, 61 choriocarcinomas were diagnosed with an incidence of 5.5%. The epidemiological profile was a great multiparous (40 years old or more) with low socio-economical level, 51% of the diagnosed cases are made in the metastasis stage. The prognosis was marked by a complete remission in 37.7% and by global lethality in 49.2%; the average survival was about 48 months. The risk factors of choriocarcinoma among patients who had a molar abortion were represented by an age superior or equal to 40 years old, high multiparity and preservation of the uterus after molar abortion. To improve the prognosis in a country with low medical care, we recommend to widen preventive hysterectomy indications after molar abortion among patients with risk factors of choriocarcinoma.